Beneficial effects of amiodarone in heart failure: interaction with beta-adrenoceptors rather than G proteins.
The effect of the antiarrhythmic drug amiodarone on the human myocardial beta-adrenoceptor-G protein-adenylyl cyclase signalling cascade was investigated. Amiodarone had no effect on myocardial G proteins and maximal adenylyl cyclase activity, but acted as a beta-adrenoceptor antagonist. This mechanism might be at least partially responsible for the beneficial effects of the drug in patients with arrhythmia and heart failure.